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This booklet is aimed at informing you, as parents, of the work that will be covered over the Autumn term 2026.


Dear Porchester families,

Welcome back, everyone!
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer break and enjoyed some well-deserved time with family and friends. It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school, and I hope they are feeling refreshed, settled and ready for an exciting new term! We have a fantastic Autumn term ahead, filled with lots of exciting learning, new experiences and opportunities to grow. I am really looking forward to seeing the children develop their confidence, resilience and independence as we learn and have fun together. I also love hearing about and celebrating the children’s achievements both in and out of school, so please do continue to share these with me throughout the term. Here’s to a fantastic Autumn term!

We would just like to give you a little information that you might find useful for the term ahead:

· P.E. – Thursdays – please ensure your child is in proper school PE kit on these days.
 
· Reading – We do expect all children to read regularly at home. Reading is crucial to all aspects of children’s learning and regular reading at home remains important, even as your child begins to read more independently. Please ensure that your child has their reading diary every day, as we will be checking these regularly and using them to record reading in school. Children will receive a house point for every read at home and will be entered into the reading raffle if they read 5 times at home within one week. If you need any support with your child’s reading, please do talk to your class teacher as we want to help support and develop your child’s love of reading.

· Spelling Homework – From this year, we will be using the Essential Spelling and Word Knowledge programme to teach spelling in school. This approach differs slightly from our previous method, as it does not rely on weekly word lists and spelling tests. Instead, children will explore spelling patterns and rules within related word families, helping them develop a deeper understanding of how words work. To support their learning, children will complete a weekly online spelling quiz through the Oxford Owl platform. Login details will be sent home by the end of the first full week of term. Quizzes will be set each Monday and should be completed by Friday of the same week. A breaktime homework club will be available for any children who are unable to complete their spelling quiz at home before the Friday deadline.

· Times tables – Times tables are a key focus for all children in Lower School, particularly for our Year 4 pupils, who will sit the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) in June 2027. This assessment tests children's recall of all multiplication facts up to 12 × 12, making regular practice and fluency essential. Strong times table knowledge also underpins many areas of mathematics as children progress through Upper School. Children in Year 3 will focus on learning and securing their 3, 4 and 8 times tables, while Year 4 pupils will learn their 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 times tables and continue practising all multiplication facts in a mixed format. Times tables are great to practise together at home. All children have been provided with a Times Tables Rock Stars login, and we encourage them to use this regularly to support their learning and develop quick, accurate recall.

· Maths homework – Weekly maths homework will concentrate on essential maths skills and will consolidate the children’s learning in school. We will give this out on a Friday and collect the following Friday so children will have a week to complete it.  

If Spelling and Maths homework are not completed by Friday each week, children will be supported to complete this during a break time homework group. 

I hope you find this information helpful and are looking forward to an exciting year at Porchester!

Miss McMath 
Lower School Team
Please feel free to contact us at school if there are any comments about this booklet, or if there are ways in which we could improve our school/parent links in the future.

	English
	This term, we will be studying many different genres: narratives, character descriptions, letters, persuasive adverts and even a type of poem called a clerihew!

We will also be using some of these books and stories in class:
  
[image: Odysseus And The Wooden Horse] [image: Orchard Greek Myths : McCaughrean, Geraldine, Chichester Clark, Emma:  Amazon.co.uk: Books] [image: The Last Bear: Winner of the Blue Peter Award – 'A dazzling debut' THE  TIMES eBook : Gold, Hannah, Pinfold, Levi: Amazon.co.uk: Kindle Store]


	Maths
	Year 3
Place value
Addition and subtraction 
Multiplication and division A
	Year 4
Place value
Addition and subtraction
Area 
Multiplication and division A

	Enquiry
	What makes a successful society?  

	History 
	Ancient Greece
[image: Ancient Greek Stock Illustrations – 74,509 Ancient Greek ...]
	Science
	Animals, including humans
[image: How to Draw a Skeleton Step by Step | Envato Tuts+]

	Geography 
	European countries
	Art & DT
	Art – Drawing 
DT - Cooking

	Music 
	Musical ensemble
Music theory with keyboards
[image: Vector Illustration Electronic Drum Set Stock Vector (Royalty Free)  21755710 | Shutterstock]
	PE
	Dodgeball 
Dance
[image: Dance silhouette clipart set]

	French 
	I am learning French
[image: French Flag HD Backgrounds | PixelsTalk.Net]
	Computing
	Appropriate content & ratings
Computing systems
Online safety 
Micro:bit

	RE
	What can I learn from Hindu families' faith practices, and how do Hindu festivals teach us about values and life?

	PSHE 
	[image: Free Community Cliparts, Download Free Community Cliparts png images, Free  ClipArts on Clipart Library]Families and Close Positive Relationships 
Safe Relationships






[image: ]






































[image: ]

image1.png




image2.jpeg
Flvi
High =
Trust





image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
WG O 3’




image5.jpeg
HANNAH-GOLD




image6.jpeg
>,
G

‘3

(14




image7.png




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg
v 24




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.png
Creative Homework - Autumn 2026

This term, we have made a great start on our enquiry ~ “What makes a Successful, Society?” where the children have been leaming all about Ancient Greece.
We'd love for you to continue your leaming at home and, have ago atsome of the suggested activities below? Or if yow have your own. creative idea to enhance
your leaming about Ancient, Greece, we'd love to see what yo get up. to. Please bring into schoot, or send. on. dojo to your teacher.

Create a piece of art showing an ancient Greek.
god of your choice.

Find out about Greek temples and, draw your
own temple!

Record a sports commentary for an Olympic.
sport, of your choice. Don't forget to use your
voice to make it interesting!

Try and visit your local ibrary and find some
boutks on the Ancient Greeks. Create a colourful
poster with all the facts yow have leamt!

Retell the story of the Trojan War s  you were
one of the sotdiers hiding in the wooden horse!
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Philosophy  The study of hig questions about
life, knowledge; right and wrong,
‘and how we think ahout the.
world,

Demotracy A demouracy is a government run,
by the people through people they
elect to represent them.

Athens. An important and. powerful city
Sparta A city-state located, in the

Greece and,  rival of Athens.
Mythology ~ The beliefs in myths (legends and.
stories that have heen passed,
down)
Civilisation. A group of people who live.
together in towns. or cities. and,
have rules, jobs, and ways of life.
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